
Department of Community Affairs 

To:     All Local Enforcing Agencies 

From:    Louis Kilmer, Chief, Bureau of Fire Code Enforcement

Date:      October 25, 2024  

Subject: Open flame restrictions due to dry conditions 

 As many of you may know, the New Jersey Forest Fire Service (NJFFS) has 
implemented Stage 3 burn restrictions due to the extreme drought conditions statewide. 
These restrictions are applicable to all jurisdictions inside of the NJFFS primary response 
area.  Fire officials and inspectors within these jurisdictions must not approve any permits 
authorizing:  

1. Bonfires;
2. The use of any open flame or flame-producing device, in connection with any

public gathering, for purposes of entertainment, amusement, or recreation.
3. The discharging of fireworks; or
4. Any locally adopted permits which may allow the use of open flames, flame

producing devices in an exterior setting.

Fire officials and inspectors in jurisdictions located within any NJFFS secondary 
response area should exercise extreme caution when considering the approval of any of the 
above permits.  Similar hazards may still exist which can cause or contribute to the rapid 
spread of other types of fire.  If there is any chance of fire spread during this dry period, permits 
should be denied as a precautionary measure.   As an extra measure of caution, the Division 
of Fire Safety recommends  increasing fire suppression measures for any permits approved. 

Attached to this memorandum is a list of municipalities and the corresponding primary 
response section, and a map showing primary and secondary response areas.  If you have 
any questions regarding this memorandum or the applicability of the Uniform Fire Code during 
a NJFFS restriction, please contact Daniel Timmerman, Fire Code Specialist 
at mailto:daniel.timmerman@dca.nj.gov or (609) 960-3514. 

Division of Fire Safety MEMORANDUM  
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